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“Inner Beauty” and “Chinese Painting Folklore” :
HUANG Binhong’s Aesthetic Thought on Painting and

the Construction of National Culture and Its Current
Significance
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Abstract: Huang Binhong’s rich and abundant painting
style interpretation of “Inner Beauty”, along with and the
academic system of “inner beauty” and ”Chinese Painting
Folklore” constructed by him, adheres to the national cultural
tradition and the spirit of an intellectual faced with the

national turmoil and peril of the first half of the 20th century.
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This contribution led to the cultural salvation strategy. The
metaphysical concept of “Inner Beauty” not only specifically
reflects an individual's inner spiritual cultivation and national
identity, but also extracts significant cultural value from
“Chinese Painting Folklore”, inheriting and developing
Chinese classical painting theories such as “vivid techniques”
and “Tao”. With “Inner Beauty” as the core category, Huang
Binhong organically links scattered and permeated aesthetic
aspects of traditional painting theory related to inner beauty,
or tendencies, together. His practice of “with epigraphy into
the painting” proves the possibility of “Inner Beauty” and
“Chinese Painting Folklore” in contemporary practice. The
pursuit of the value of “Inner Beauty” not only internally
promotes innovation and the creation of Chinese painting
language but also sustains the national cultural spirit.
Keywords: “Inner Beauty”, “Chinese Painting

Folklore”, cultural salvation, traditional cultural revival
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